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Accessibility Partner

Beryl Bikes, alongside The National Grid, kindly give free
e-bike use to New Routes participants, volunteers, and
staff. This enables access to events, services, education
and opportunities to those previously facing barriers.

Other Key Organisations
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Thanks to Event Hosts & Support

New Routes Integration, Counterpoint Arts, Lottery Community Fund, Norwich City Council,
Norfolk County Council (People from Abroad Team), Norwich City of Sanctuary — Arts, Schools,
University, Faiths, and Health Streams, Norwich International Youth Project, The Bridge Plus+,
English+, Red Cross (Norwich), GYROS (Great Yarmouth Refugee Outreach and Support), Beryl
Bikes / The National Grid, University of East Anglia (UEA), Norfolk Libraries Services (especially
The Millennium Library), Anteros Arts Foundation, Norwich Cathedral / The Bishop of Norwich,
Grapes Hill Community Garden, The Friends of Waterloo Park, Norwich Theatre (The Theatre
Royal, and Stage Two), Norfolk Record Office, Norfolk Museums Service, Cinema City,
Norwich Arts Centre, Norfolk & Norwich Festival, Anglia Ruskin University, St Peter Mancroft,
St Matthew’s, St Stephen's, St Luke’s and Chapelfield Road Methodist Churches, Paul Dickson's
Walking Tours, The Zainab Project, The Common Lot, Norwich Castle, Dragon Hall / National
Centre for Writing, YARD Coffee, The Mitre, Whitlingham Broad, NHS Talking Therapies,
Norfolk and Waveney MIND, Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Norfolk Community Advice Network, Ben
Margolis, Refugee Action, Norfolk Constabulary. Aling, Jessi and New Routes Participants /
Volunteers. RANN Artists (Ugiloy Sharipova, Shathy Bano, Samia Malik, and Pawel Jelenski).

RWN25 Overview

Refugee 3 Weeks:
9—29th June

Aims:

Awareness

Participation/ access to all
Taking Actions for change
Fundraising

50 public events

4 closed/ sanctuary seeker only

254,100 attendees «porox.

60+ delivery partners

£1,151 crowdfunded

towards Refugee Week Norwich

2 events charged entry (both with free asylum
seeker/refugee spaces). Joke Yard covered costs
(lead-in workshops/food, travel, and venue hire),
donating the profit to the RWN25 crowdfunder.
One Song’s undisclosed profits were retained f}_—
by Zainab Project towards their work.




Community Voice Exhibitions

Sanctuary in the Kitchen
The University of East Anglia (UEA) Sanctuary Initiative / Creative UEA
Preparatory explorations for a cookery book, to be launched in October

From Many Lands, One Song
CityOfSanctuary Health Stream/Sanctuary Ambassadors/Zainab Project

Souvenir

Millennium Library / Shathy Bano

. o o Adorning the entrance to The Millenium Library, vivid collaborative textile
Family Activity Day displays, resulting from workshops with the public and sanctuary seekers.

National Centre for Writing . .
Migrant Stories

Community Meal The Mitre / English+

The Bridge Plus+ Experience-led, stories display from English+ participants.

Stories About Firsts

Family Saturday at Norwich Castle
y y Norwich Cathedral / English+ / National Centre for Writing

Norwich Castle Museum & Art Gallery



We Are Community-
Group Art Show
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Interactive: Augmented & Virtual Reality
Anteros Arts Foundation. 11-5 Fye Bridge Street, NR3 1LJ plus Easy Portraits

Front Gallery: Augmented and virtual reality meets Afghan portraiture. Hannah Aria

Main Gallery: Group show by Norwich-based refugees, asylum seekers Textile Art Workshop
and migrants. Including newly formed Refugee/Migrant Artists’ Network Shathy Bano



Wellbeing Walks
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Cary’s Meadow Walk

The Broads Authority / MIND
Situated near to the family asylum hotel, this walk encouraged connecting
with local nature for wellbeing. Thank You to MIND for their first RW event!

Welcoming Whitlingham’s Wellbeing Walk

Whitlingham Country Park / NHS Talking Therapies
Another glorious day exploring local amenities and history, walking
through waterside, forest and meadow landscapes.

Gardens
Attendance: 255

T o

International Family Picnic

Friends of Waterloo Park
A sunny, busy, fun-filled day of togetherness in the park, with GIANT games

Celebration of International Cultures 2025

Grapes Hill Community Garden Group
Ever popular community and culture space, open to all. Music from Samia
Malik, food by Namaste, henna ‘tattoos’, and herbs/cuttings to take away.



City Trails

Strangers and Huguenots, Guided Walking Tours
Paul Dickson Tours
Two walks, with all proceeds kindly donated towards our crowdfunder.

Norwich Cathedral Nature Trail

Norwich Cathedral / English+ / Community Naturescapes Norfolk
Nature trail with guides available in 6 different languages. Guides continue
to be available from Hostry reception area.

Educational
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Schools Day of Welcome

Schools of Sanctuary

821+ schools attended online and classroom based activities! Many were
Norfolk-based, but every UK region participated. Schools also joined from
Europe, Africa and Asia. The Guardian paper covered resource suggestions.

Speak Up For Sanctuary!
Norwich City of Sanctuary / Norfolk Community Advice Network
Sessions held at New Routes and Norwich City Council.

Voices of Resilience: Bridging Research, Teaching and

Lived Experiences in Higher Education for Sanctuary
The University of East Anglia, University of Sanctuary Initiative



Comedy
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Bk Yard: Sorw lch Refugee
Weck's comedy night
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Joke Yard

Norwich Comedy Project

First time comedy show was a roaring success. 6 week lead-in course for
lived-experience participants, joined by professionals on the night:

Sid Singh, El, Mirabel, Adriana, Aimee-Nasryn, George Symonds, Naif
Mohamed, Usman Khalid, Nelson Gombakomba, with MC Ciara Jack!

Films
Attendance: 90

SMALL BEAR. BIG TROUBLE.
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Norwich Theatre - A Theatre of Sanctuary, Exhibition
Stage Two (foyer)

Fremont
Norwich Theatre

means to us and what it aims to do. (With thanks to St Peter Mancroft for
funding this mini-project)



Faith Communities

Attendance: 275

Open Your Eyes to what is HIDDEN
Norwich Interfaith Link

Refugee Week Service: Celebrating Community
St Peter Mancroft Church (Church of England)

Meet Your Neighbours FEAST

Norwich & Norfolk Muslim Community Association

Open House
St Matthew's Church (Church of England)
— — R

Libraries

Cloth of Kindness tour
Diss Library and The Millennium Library Norwich

Children’s Storytime
Children’s Discovery Sunday

Online

22 New Routes

WA integration

COMMUNITY

Refugee Week Norwich

Redugre Week i the workd's bigrest Ars and Culrue frimval, taking plare s srees the o i well il
S Lt T s b e K Yo G el ey b it i B o e e ek oo s ibions

NEW RESOURCES ON:

www.newroutes.org.uk/Refugee-Week-Norwich

I Will Heal. Research and publically presented report on wellbeing with-
in the UK health system. By City of Sanctuary Health Stream, with
The Zainab Project, and Sanctuary Ambassador Team.

Come Yew In! Song book . From the eponymous musical street theatre
production about The Strangers and immigration in Norwich. By The
Common Lot, with New Routes Integration in Refugee Week Norwich 2017.

Narrated Norwich City History Walk

Norfolk Record Office - Archive Ambulation collection.

Writing Home

Norfolk Record Office - Reading from the Archives collection.

Window to The Soul
Virtual Gallery, with talking portraits, mirroring the irl Anteros front room.

The Other Film Festival
Counterpoints Arts / Other Cinemas
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FREE refugee, asylum seeker + isolated migrant events

Launch of Refugee Week Norwich 2025
Hosted by New Routes Integration at Norwich City Hall

Storytelling Workshop
GYROS (Great Yarmouth Refugee Outreach and Support)

Sports in the Park
NIYP (Norwich International Youth Project)
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Norwich Theatre
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We are the community we pbuild, * =
how do you want ynurs to look?

- Platforma festival (October 2025) took some events originally planned
for RWN25, eg. Sanctuary Art Trail and Art Auction, by City of Sanctuary.

- Political/public climate, with misinformation and tensions in some areas.

- Internal funding issues. Usual major donor was unable to fund RWN25.

- External funding: cost of living crisis etc

- Capacity. As RWN grows and seeks to grow it requires greater resources,
time and finances to sustain, and evolve.

- Podcast is now planned, but awaiting funding to complete.

Overwhelming growth in involvement, support, and appetite for RWN.
Greater media coverage. TV news agreed, but studios flooded/closed.
Covering all costs by raising funds in new ways: selling ad. space in our
events programme, selling our children’s book via The BookHive, hitting
110% of our crowdfunder target, and support from new sources.

NEW events; comedy show, halal meal, interfaith meeting etc
Extended our accessibility partnership with Beryl/National Grid.
Expanded RWN online; resources, artist portfolios/network etc.

+ + +

+ + +



Appendix. 1

Appendix. 2
Event Statistics

Events Programme

REFUGEE WEEK NORWICH 2025
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SUNDAY ~ MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY

§ Migrant 10 we Are 1 ﬁnr\r‘s 12sports inthe 13 Schools Day W, iarnational
Stories Community, eadow Park of Wealcome plcnic /
Souvenlir gf;aigw iﬁ;ﬁ'ﬂmﬁmﬂ (closed) f;onrgﬂm-g:: games
Sanctuaryin  RAMNN - 5
the Kitmn Launch %ﬁ;ﬁ:‘:p Open Eyes Sang
Binternational 1 voices of 7 Strangers & Bcathedral 19 Fremont 20 World Hwr/
Celebration Resilience Hugenots Mature Trail f Thaatre of Refugee Interactive
Walking Tour Sanctuary Day + Pertraiture
Whitlingham Firats Waorksh
Dragen Hall Walk Strangers & Storytime 'erkshop
Family Day  cioth of Hugenots
Kindness Walking Tour
22RWN Service 88 Football Mmoot Your 35 Textile Arts 26 Community 2T Open House 3 Castle
Discovery Tourmament  Melghbours  \Woarkshop Meal Family Day
Sunday {closed) FEAST Stand Up
Paddi 2 h i
t
{clos Nig

Examples of press coverage during RWN25
Evening News, BBC Radio Norfolk, and Future Radio interviews
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100% found thelr event thought provoking.

100% said that they now have a better understanding of the realities of life
for refugees, asylum seekers or isolated migrants in Norwich.

2/3 Telt 100% prouder to be part of a diverse community, with all saying
their pride-level increased.

99% felt more inclined/able to support refugees rights (only 2 did not).
Most saw RWN publicity vio word of mouth, posters/ programmes, via
partner organisations, and by websites / social media.

Postcodes of RWN25 .

Event Attendees
(Required for our funding by *
Norwich City Council Small
Culture Grants)

W
Taken from:
Launch, Anteros Open View / RANN Launch, Grapes Hill Garden, Carey’s
Meadow, Whitlingham Wellbeing Walk, Speak Up Training, Joke Yard, comedy workshops,
One Song worshop, x2 Art workshops at Anteros, and Library sessions.

Have you been to
RWN events before?

This is my first event: 60%

I've attended before: 40%



Appendix. 3

Feedback

I can confidently say it was the best event I've attended in a long time,
thanks to Sef [Storyteller] and the team...everyone was enjoying.

An amazing experience, | didn’t know this happened in Norwich!
This is the best for my mental health. (lived-experience volunteer)

| like the lunch because it helps to learn about and meet people. Helps us
to embrace each other. (community member)

It really was a beautiful afternoon. A big well done to all The Bridge Plus+
team, and the community members who helped out. Delicious, of course!

A massive thank you for your hard work organising Refugee Week here in
Norwich. Your dedication really showed in how successful the events have
been. Your efforts are contributing to a future generation in Norwich
that values acceptance and inclusivity. You’re helping to build a culture
of welcome and understanding, and that’s something truly special. It’s a
brilliant opportunity to connect with the local community. | had many con-
versations with people who stressed the importance of refugees in our
society, and how their vibrant presence shapes our diverse culture today.
It was inspiring to see such strong support. (UEA Intern at New Routes)

English+ yet again championed their participants’ voices, placing their
experiences directly in the cultural hearts of the city - Thank You!

“Fantastic, thought-provoking, inspiring session”, “Safe, and comfortable
environment, relatable content and powerful stories from the Sanctuary
Ambassadors”, “Useful and accessible”, “Built my confidence”. (SpeakUp)

Highlight of the School Year! So much food from around the world was
shared - kids tried foods never tried before! Children dressed as they like to
be represented -saris, salwars, kimonos, karate outfits, and bright African
weaves. A local refugee shared their lived-experience in assembly, singing
a song in Arabic which our Arabic students joined in with! Every class shar-
ed a book. Our whole-school activity was ‘the colours of Cringleford’: each
child painted self-portraits, mixing colours ourselves to best represent our
real skin tones. One class created a model town based on ours, with lots of
welcome signs. The Young Interpreters & Culture Society put on playground
games from around the world at breaks. KS2 took part in great interactive,
informative, LIVE events online, alongside MANY others nationally.



